)Y 

/ed the East German 
oinmunist response, 
quent West German 
len, and others rein- 
by stopping the flow 
;ad off confrontation. 
Union in its sphere of 
ermans probably had 
iction was inhumane. 

w; West Berlin Mayor 
j General Clay to West 
,’rles Bohlen to prevent 
also went to reaffirm 
iattle group of fifteen 
lin was designed to do 
mained anxious, as the 
n Gate to be greeted by 
ntatives later in the day , 
nee, for poise, and for 
for faith in your allies, 
loes not stand alone, 
imitations in the West's 
lonn's traditional goal of 
ition would accept a de 
uld a de jure policy that 
away? Unquestionably 
he pressure in the weeks 
Kennedy's intentions to 
, then, marked only the 
continued unabated well 

esting on 30 August, fol- 
to improve superpower 
Khrushchev to do so be- 
Zhinese collaboration and 
i. In July Khrushchev had 
\t on disarmament, that he 
ioviets soon embarked on 
jr explosions occurred be- 
under pressure to follow 


MORE CONFLICT AND CRISES 

suit eventually announced that military security dictated the United 

;SS„S „ the Autobahn to" Jim; a UN plebiscite in Berlin; the 

submission of the legal conflict to the World Court! _and . < 
nact between NATO and Warsaw Pact powers. The invitation to > tne 
Soviets went through Ambassador Thompson. The president asked R 
to t kJ charge of the talks, cautioning him to be flexible and reasonable 
Above all Kennedy continued, "make the framework of our proposals as 
fleshes possible— they should not look like warmed over stuff from 

1959 Bv September Khrushchev turned to a "back-channel" personal cor- * 
respondence with Kennedy to bypass his own hardhners Kennedy s 
mUitary buildup, the world reaction to Soviet atmospheric testmg, and 
the umesolved crisis in Berlin undoubtedly concerned him He, too, 
wished for the resumption of negotiations. His confidential le ers g 
X went to Kennedy's press secretary Pierre Salinger or to Robert to 
nedv surreptitiously delivered by Khrushchev loyalists Georgi 
shfkov editor and spy, and Mikhail Kharlamov, press spokesman for 
AndreiGromyko. Kharlamov prefaced the delivery of thefirst letter wi 
the comment, "The storm in Berlin is over." A pajama-clad Kenne y. 

New S 1-tel prior to his UN speech, read the letter P-posing rap- 
prochement. After repeatedly reviewing it with Sahnger, Kennedy 
nally remarked, "If Khrushchev is ready to Usten to our views on Ge 

o, me Communis, 

probabl/his best speech since the inaugural before the General Assem 




